244 FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

order is called justice and goodness. Finally, since we
must believe that this order instituted by God is watched
over and preserved by him, God, considered as guarding
the world and guiding it toward his appointed goal, is
called Providence.1

DUTIES TOWARD GOD

My child, all duties which you have to perform may
be considered duties toward God. The first duty which
you owe the Divinity is to resign yourself to his will.
This will is the moral law which God has placed in your
conscience, and which is revealed to you through your
reason.

The universe is very beautiful; it is a sublime spectacle
that one cannot contemplate without admiration. But
there is something more beautiful still, that is the moral
law in the depths of our souls. " Two things," says a phil-
osopher, "fill the soul with an ever-renewed and increas-
ing wonder and reverence, the more often and the more
deeply we reflect upon them: the starry heavens above,
and the moral law within."

As has been mentioned in the Instructions which ac-
company the official schedule, you have probably become
already familiar with the idea of a God who is the creator
of the universe and the father of mankind. You must
feel respect and veneration for the Supreme Being. You
must always have the same respect for the idea of God,
even though it be presented to you under forms different
from those of your own religion. Not only must you
never imitate those who couple his name with vulgar
oaths, but you must also accustom yourself not to pro-
nounce the name of God lightly; you should even be-
ware of mentioning it with familiarity.

1 Paul Janet, Petite $Uments de morale, pp. 118-119.